Numerical analyses of macromorphological characters of specimens of S. lessingiana, S. borysthenica and S. baktashevae, nested the last one among individuals of S. borysthenica. We propose synonymization of S. baktashevae, the species described in 2014 and known only from type material, with S. borysthenica, and provide morphological comparisons of the taxa.
lemma is continuously covered by dense hairs, 0.3-1.2 mm long, or glabrous at 0.5-2.5 mm below the apex, the top of lemma with a ring of hairs 1-1.5 mm long. Stipa baktashevae and S. borysthenica have quite long calluses (3-4 and 3.4-4.8 mm long, respectively) as well as long glumes ca. 50-60 mm and 41-75 mm long, respectively, whereas in S. lessingiana the callus is 1.5-2.5 mm long and the glumes are 20-34 mm long.
To characterize variation within and among these three taxa, multivariate morphometric analysis was performed on characters (Table 1) scored on 131 specimens from AA, BRNU, B, FRU, GOET, JE, FR, K, KRA, KRAM, LE,  M, MHA, MSB, MW, OP, OSTR, P,PE, POZ, PR, SZCZ, TK, TRN, UPS, W , WA, SZUB, and representing the three species (75 -S. borysthenica, 55 -S. lessingiana and 1 -S. baktashevae). Principal component analysis (PCA) was conducted on 13 quantitative characters, whereas principal coordinate analysis (PCoA) was performed based on 13 quantitative and 2 qualitative characters. Analyses were carried out using STATISTICA v. 10 (Statsoft Inc. 2011) and PAST v. 3.12 (Hammer et al. 2001) . For methods see Nobis et al. (2016a) . Principal component analysis (PCA) resulted in delimitation of two main clusters corresponding to S. borysthenica and S. lessingiana. The operational taxonomic unit (OTU) corresponding to S. baktashevae is placed within the cluster of OTUs representing S. borysthenica (Fig.  1A) . Stipa borysthenica and S. lessingiana are clearly separated along the first axis, which explains over 65% of the variance in the data set. Eleven characters: AL, CL, LHS, LG, LigV, AwnL, WV, SW, Col 2 L, Col 1 L and LHVL had high factor loadings (<0.60) on the first axis (Fig. 1B) , thereby they are most useful for distinguishing the two taxa. Only one character (LHA) displayed high correlation with the second axis (Fig. 1B) , which explains only 8.12% of total variance. The PCoA, performed on all quantitative and qualitative characters, displays a pattern similar to that described above, grouping OTUs representing S. lessingiana on the left side and the single specimen of S. baktashevae within a cloud of OTUs of S. borysthenica on the right (Fig. 2) . This demonstrates that, even after taking into account the qualitative characteristics (which are often treated as diagnostic features), the individual of S. baktashevae does not differ from those representing S. borysthenica.
From the morphological data, there is no evidence that Stipa baktashevae represents a distinct taxon, or originated via hybridization. Taking into account the overlapping variation in S. baktashevae and S. borysthenica, we regard the former taxon as conspecific with S. borysthenica. 
